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Restitution of 11th Century Chola Copper Plates: A Milestone in Heritage
Diplomacy

On 16th May 2026, the repatriation of the 11th century Chola copper plates from the Netherlands,
represents a transformative moment in Bharat’s heritage management. These artifacts,
originating from the Chola period, serve as critical primary sources for understanding the
administrative and socio religious evolution of Southern India. The process of restitution was
spearheaded by the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) in collaboration with the National
Museum of Antiquities in Leiden.

Data from the Ministry of Culture indicates that the return of these plates is part of a larger
national initiative to recover antiquities stolen or illegally exported during the colonial era. Since
2014, Bharat has successfully repatriated over 350 artifacts, and the 2026 strategy targets a 15%
increase in annual recoveries through enhanced diplomatic pressure and international legal
cooperation. The Chola plates specifically provide detailed insights into the brahmadeya
(land grants to Brahmins) and the complex tax structures of the era. By digitizing these



manuscripts, the Ministry of Culture ensures that the data is not only preserved but accessible for
global scholars.

Dr. Anirudh Singh, a senior advisor to the Ministry of Culture, noted during the handover
ceremony: 'This is not just about returning physical objects; it is about restoring the historical
continuity of a civilization. By bringing these back, we are reinforcing our domestic heritage
standards while establishing a model for future bilateral cultural agreements. ' This sentiment
aligns with the Parliamentary Standing Committee’s recommendation for a 'five year UNESCO
nomination strategy, ' which aims to secure at least 10 new World Heritage designations by 2030,
leveraging such restitutions to build goodwill with European partner institutions.

Source : Ministry of Culture,Gol
https://culture.gov.in/offering/international-cultural-relations

Namaste Thailand' Cultural Festival: Strengthening the Buddhist Axis

On 17th May 2026, the Royal Thai Embassy in New Delhi inaugurated the "Namaste Thailand'
festival, a two day immersive event designed to celebrate the deep rooted civilizational links
between Bharat and Thailand. The festival, held at the National Gallery of Modern Art, attracted
over 5,000 visitors, including diplomats, scholars, and tourism stakeholders.The event featured a
curated exhibition titled 'The Journey of the Dharma, ' which utilized digital mapping to display
the spread of Buddhist architectural styles from the Gandhara and Mathura schools to the
Sukhothai period in Thailand. Key facts released by the Ministry of Tourism during the event
highlighted that the Buddhist tourism circuit is a primary driver of the 'Act East ' policy. In the
2025-26 fiscal year, tourist arrivals from Southeast Asia, particularly Thailand, to the Buddhist
circuit in Bihar and Uttar Pradesh increased by 12% compared to the previous year.Official from
the Ministry of External Affairs stated, '"The Namaste Thailand festival is a strategic tool of
cultural diplomacy. It converts spiritual affinity into tangible economic outcomes through high
end tourism. ' The festival also served as a venue for signing a memorandum of understanding
(MoU) between the National School of Drama in Bharat and the Patravadi Theatre in Thailand to
exchange faculty and students for training in traditional puppetry and performing arts. This
initiative is designed to 'strengthen the bonds of foreign countries with Bharat ' and project a
dynamic image of Bhartiya culture that is both ancient and contemporary.

Source :Ministry of Culture, Gol
https://culture.gov.in/offering/international-cultural-relations



https://culture.gov.in/offering/international-cultural-relations
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ICCR Scholarly Residency: The Silk Road Connections

On18th May 2026, the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) officially launched its 'Silk
Road Scholarly Residency,' a six month research program that brings 25 scholars from Central
Asian countries including Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, and Tajikistan to the Nalanda University
campus. The program, as outlined in the ICCR’s 2026 strategic vision, aims to map the historical
and cultural pathways that once connected the Bhartiya subcontinent with the Eurasian steppe.
The data supporting this initiative is rooted in the success of the A2A (Admissions to Alumni)
Scholarship Portal, which has successfully onboarded 4,500 international students for the 2026
27 academic cycle. The Silk Road residency specifically addresses the need for deeper academic
integration, focusing on the preservation of Sanskrit and Persian manuscripts that document early
trade and intellectual exchanges.ICCR President stated, 'Our scholarship framework is not just
about academic enrollment; it is about creating a global network of alumni who function as
cultural ambassadors for Bharat. By focusing on the Silk Road, we are reclaiming our role as the
intellectual hub of the Asian continent. ' The program provides each scholar with a monthly
stipend of 50,000, funded by the ICCR’s cultural outreach budget, which saw a 20% increase in
the 2026 Union Budget. This investment is viewed as a 'strategic investment in educational
cultural relations, ' ensuring that the next generation of Central Asian leadership maintains a
strong, positive understanding of Bhartiya philosophy and modern policy.

Source: ICCR

https://iccr.gov.in

French Bhartiya Science & Art Symposium: Future of Urban Aesthetics

The Alliance Frangaise, in coordination with the Ministry of Science and Technology, organized
a symposium on 18th May 2026, titled 'Future of Urban Aesthetics: A Franco Bhartiya
Perspective. ' The symposium, held simultaneously in Mumbai and Paris via satellite, brought
together 40 leading architects, environmentalists, and visual artists.The core objective was to
discuss the 'Sustainable Smart City ' concept through the lens of cultural preservation. Data
presented during the event revealed that urban development projects in Bharat that integrate
traditional design motifs such as the step wells of Gujarat or the modular architecture of the
Dravidian style show a 30% higher public acceptance rate compared to standard western style
infrastructure. The French Ambassador to Bharat, in his keynote address, emphasized: 'Culture is
not an ornament; it is the infrastructure of society. By blending French modernism with Bhartiya
traditional wisdom, we are creating a new blueprint for urban living. ' This event falls under the
broader framework of foreign cultural centres operating in Bharat, which the ICCR classifies as
'spaces of sustained people to people interaction. ' The symposium concluded with a joint
agreement to launch a 'Cultural Urbanism ' certificate course at the School of Planning and


https://iccr.gov.in

Architecture in Delhi, targeting 200 students annually, further cementing the institutional ties
between the two nations.

Source :Alliance Frangaise India

https://bombay.afindia.org/events

Days of Russian Culture' in Mumbai: Classical Roots and Modern Bonds

The Russian Centre for Science and Culture in Mumbai commenced the 'Days of Russian
Culture' on 19 May 2026. This week long event, attended by an estimated 8,000 participants,
serves as a cornerstone for reinforcing the long standing strategic partnership between Bharat
and Russia through the medium of classical arts.The festival’s data highlights a resurgence of
interest in Russian classical literature within Bhartiya universities, with a 15% increase in
students opting for Russian language courses in the last two years. The 2026 edition focused on
the translation of 19th century Russian classics into regional Bhartiya languages like Marathi,
Hindi, and Bengali.

A statement from the Russian cultural attaché noted, 'The cultural outreach between our nations
is unique because it is built on intellectual empathy. Whether it is ballet or literature, our
traditions find a resonant chord in the Bhartiya soul. ' The Ministry of Culture’s 2026 guidelines
for international cultural relations emphasize that such programs are 'tools of cultural diplomacy
" meant to have a 'lasting impact on the people of the host country. ' The festival also included a
B2B cultural session, where representatives from the Russian film industry met with their
Bhartiya counterparts to discuss joint production incentives, aiming to boost bilateral cinematic
cooperation by 20% before the end of the year.

Source: Ministry of Culture, Gol

https://culture.gov.in/offering/international-cultural-relations

Commonwealth Youth Dialogue: Digital Preservation of Heritage

On 20th May 2026, the British Council, in partnership with the Ministry of Youth Affairs,
conducted a virtual Commonwealth Youth Dialogue under the theme 'Culture and Connectivity:
Digital Storytelling for the Future. ' This initiative engaged 2,000 young participants (aged 14-28)
from Bharat and the UK.

The dialogue focused on the utilization of Al and digital media to preserve intangible cultural
heritage. According to the British Council’s 2026 report on educational engagement, 75% of
young respondents indicated that digital platforms were their primary source of information
about foreign cultures. By integrating these platforms, the dialogue aimed to teach participants
how to create content that highlights historical and cultural connections between the UK and
Bharat.


https://bombay.afindia.org/events
https://culture.gov.in/offering/international-cultural-relations

The Ministry of Youth Affairs informed that 'We are equipping the next generation with the
tools of digital diplomacy. By allowing them to narrate our shared history through contemporary
mediums, we ensure the relevance of our cultural ties for decades to come. ' The event also
launched a 'Commonwealth Digital Heritage Grant, ' which provides funding to 10 youth led
startups working on digitizing folk music and oral histories in Bharat and the UK. This program
directly supports the Ministry of Culture’s strategy to 'broad base the projection of Bhartiya
culture ' and increase awareness about traditions among partner countries.

Source:British Council India

https://www.britishcouncil.in/events

Global Buddhist Scholars Meet: The 'Mandala' Model of Diplomacy

The Ministry of Culture hosted a high level digital symposium on 21st May2026, titled 'The
Mandala Model: Buddhist Philosophy in Contemporary Governance, ' with participation from 15
Buddhist majority countries, including Sri Lanka, Vietnam, and Bhutan. The symposium
explored the ancient Indian 'Mandala model, ' which emphasizes interconnectedness and
peaceful coexistence, as a guiding principle for IORA (Indian Ocean Rim Association) members.
Facts provided by the Ministry of External Affairs underscore that Bharat’s Buddhist heritage is
a primary instrument of its soft power. Following the 'Buddha Purnima Express ' train launches
earlier in May, Buddhist pilgrimage site footfall has increased by 18% in the third week of May
2026 alone. The symposium focused on the technical requirements for the 'Preservation of Pali
and Sanskrit Manuscripts, ' with Bharat pledging 20 crore to digitize ancient Buddhist texts
housed in international libraries. 'By integrating maritime cooperation with shared civilizational
values, Bharat seeks to position itself not merely as a strategic power, but also as a cultural
bridge connecting diverse societies. ' This approach, linked to the MAHASAGAR vision
(Mutual and Holistic Advancement for Security and Growth Across Regions), highlights how
heritage diplomacy complements geopolitical engagement to foster regional stability.
Source:MEA, Gol

https://www.mea.gov.in/Speeches-Statements.htm

Japan Bharat Creative Dialogue: Sustainable Urbanism

The Japan Foundation New Delhi hosted the 'Japan Bharat Creative Dialogue ' on May 21, 2026,
bringing together 30 leading architects and urban planners. The discussion focused on how
traditional Japanese and Bhartiya architectural concepts such as the use of natural light,
ventilation, and sustainable materials can be incorporated into modern urban development.

Data from the Japan Foundation indicates that the 'JF Koza ' Japanese language courses and
cultural rental services (Yukata, Shogi) have seen a 25% increase in enrollment among Bhartiya


https://www.britishcouncil.in/events
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university students in 2026. This pedagogical focus serves as the foundation for deeper
professional cooperation. The dialogue resulted in the announcement of a joint 'Sustainable
Heritage Architecture ' project, which will pilot new designs in three heritage cities in Bharat.
'Culture is the empathy bridge. When we plan our cities using the shared wisdom of our
ancestors, we are building a more sustainable future together. ' This initiative directly aligns with
the Ministry of Tourism’s broader framework, which identifies 'Strategy & Product
Development ' as a key pillar for supporting Bharat’s cultural tourism outreach. The focus on
integrating traditional practices with modern infrastructure is expected to increase bilateral
tourism and academic exchanges by 10% over the next two years.

Source :Japan Foundation New Delhi

https://nd.jpf.go.jp/events

'Girmitya' Heritage Exhibition (Mauritius): Honoring the Living Bridge

The High Commission of Bharat in Mauritius, in collaboration with the local ministry of culture,
inaugurated a major exhibition on 22nd May 2026, titled 'The Girmitya Legacy: A Journey of
Resilience. ' This exhibition documents the history of Bhartiya indentured laborers who arrived
in Mauritius in the 19th century, a population that now constitutes over 50% of the island
nation’s demographic.Statistical records highlighted that between 1834 and 1920, over 450,000
Bhartiya laborers were transported to Mauritius. The exhibition includes never before seen
personal artifacts, logs from ships, and oral history recordings. This outreach effort is central to
Bharat’s diaspora diplomacy. As highlighted by EAM Dr. S. Jaishankar during his earlier
Caribbean tour, these communities are the 'Living Bridge ' that connects Bharat to the world.The
exhibition is part of a year long program to mark the historical links between the two countries.
The Ministry of Culture’s documentation confirms that these festivals are intended to 'strengthen
bonds of foreign countries with Bharat ' and 'project Bharat’s cultural image. ' By showcasing
the contribution of the Bhartiya diaspora to the economic and social fabric of Mauritius, Bharat
strengthens its role as a key regional partner in the Indian Ocean region.

Source:Ministry of External Affairs, Gol

https://www.mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm

ICCR Regional Outreach: Yoga for Wellness in Latin America

On 23rd May, 2026, the ICCR concluded a series of 'Yoga for Wellness ' workshops across
Latin America, specifically targeting hubs in Brazil, Argentina, and Mexico. These workshops
reached over 10,000 participants and marked the climax of the ICCR’s regional outreach
campaign for the month of May.Data provided by the ICCR indicates that Yoga has become the
most successful cultural export in terms of sustained people to people engagement. In Latin
America alone, the number of registered Yoga schools offering Bhartiya certified training


https://nd.jpf.go.jp/events
https://www.mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm

programs grew by 40% in 2025-26. These workshops are not just about physical health; they are
'tools of cultural diplomacy ' designed to project Bharat’s civilizational values of wellness,
harmony, and non violence.An ICCR official stated: 'Yoga is a universal language. When we
teach Yoga in Latin America, we are not just teaching postures; we are sharing a worldview that
is deeply rooted in Bhartiya tradition. ' The program also facilitated local partnerships with
health institutions, which now provide 'Yoga for Stress Management ' as a complementary
therapeutic service. This integration of Bhartiya traditions into foreign health and wellness
ecosystems is a core component of the Ministry of Culture’s strategy to 'broad base the
projection of Bhartiya culture ' and foster long term cultural engagement.

Source:ICCR

https://iccr.gov.in
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